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Dennis Martin, 38-year-old math teacher at Oak Hills High School (OHHS), has 

changed the ways of Highlander Country forever. He has been a highlander teacher for 
16 years and for each and every one of those years, he’s been excellent with students 

and their successes.  
 

Warren, Ohio, raised a great man into a teacher. Martin grew up in Warren, Ohio, near 
Cleveland. Graduated with 72 people, John F. Kennedy High School sent Martin off to 
The Ohio State University, where he studied to become a teacher, and a pretty good 

one too. He had always wanted to be a teacher. He explained that “teaching is 
important because you have the opportunity to positively impact over 100 students each 
and every day.  Beyond the curriculum, you get to teach life lessons that students can 

apply outside of the classroom.” 
 

Martin spends a lot of time here at the high 
school, helping in any way he possibly can. 
However, in his free time, he is often found 

attending Oak Hills activities, Ohio State 
Football games, horse racing and going to 
racetracks like Keeneland in Lexington and 

Saratoga in upstate New York. 
 

Martin displays a great amount of respect for his 
students and the staff. He is constantly all hands 

on deck with helping out anyone he possibly 
can, even if it means changing himself in the 

process. He stated, “There's been an evolution 
to my teaching style over the years to fit the 

needs of my students.  I work with some extraordinary people who have made a better 
teacher.”  

 
Martin’s impact on students is nothing short of extraordinary. “I would hope that I have 

had a positive impact on the students that I've been fortunate enough to teach and 
interact with at Oak Hills,” he explained in his interview. Sophia Kuerze, sophomore at 

OHHS vouched for Mr. Martin’s impact on her student life. “Mr. Martin has impacted me 
as a person by teaching me how to make the best of the worst situations. He’s always a 

very positive person and can make a joke out of any situation,” she stated.  



 
Dennis Martin’s mindset exemplifies his life lessons in which he reflects onto his 

students and staff. A quote he follows by John Wooden states, “Success is peace of 
mind which is a direct result of self-satisfaction in knowing you did your best to become 

the best you are capable of becoming."  Martin then proceeded to explain the 
importance of this to him, “No matter what you do in life, the goal is simple--if you are 

able to look yourself in the mirror at the end of the day and tell yourself that you did your 
best, it was a successful day.” He agrees that “life isn't always fair and things won't 

always go your way so you have to be able to persevere to overcome any adversity that 
you encounter.” 

 
In the past 16 years, Dennis Martin has been changing Oak Hills for the better. Hard 

working, determined, and passionate are just a few of the many words to describe him. 
Spending most of his time at school with sports, clubs, and other school functions, he 
continually puts a smile on everyone’s face and impacts the school in a positive way.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


