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Isabel Dragotta has been playing soccer since she was little and is still passionate about 
it now. Her favorite thing about playing is the competitiveness and the bonding of the 
teammates. She has met many friends through playing soccer over the years as well as the 
ones she is rooming with at college next year. She is a senior who balances being a 
student-athlete on top of being in honors and advanced placement classes. She says the 
hardest thing about balancing these is “Finding time to complete and manage the school work 
on top of having constant practices and games.” Isabel plans on going to Thomas More 
University to study nursing as well as play soccer there.  

 
Her sophomore year, she tore her ACL and that put her out for most of the season. 

When she returned she knew she was going to have to come back even stronger to prepare for 
college after missing out on a season. She had surgery and had lots of conditioning and training 
she had to do in order to be able to play again. She didn't let it control her life or get in the way 
of anything she wants to do. The first scrimmage of her senior year, she tore her other ACL 
which put her out another season. This was hard on her, but she said if she was able to come 
back from it once, she knows she can do it again. According to Common Sense Media, 
“Perseverance is the ability to keep doing something in spite of obstacles. People who 
persevere show steadfastness in doing something despite how hard it is or how long it takes to 
reach the goal.” This describes Isabel because she didn’t let it get to her that much and she 
tried to always think of the positives. She came back the first time, and she now is going to 
come back even stronger. She knew the recovery was hard and it would take a lot of time but it 
was worth it to her because of her love for soccer. The hardest part about tearing her ACL was 
how much she missed playing. When she sat on the bench watching the players, she would 
have done anything to be able to play. It stopped her from playing her senior year which she 
had been looking forward to since she was a freshman. She actually ended up starting at senior 
night. She didn’t know that going into the game but the coach put her in for the kickoff and she 
played for a couple of minutes. This is special because even though she was hurt she still got to 
play the game dedicated to her and the other seniors.  

 
When asked her biggest accomplishment she said: “When I started getting offers from 

soccer coaches to play in college.” She had imagined it ever since she was little to be recruited 
and looked at, so when it happened it was a big accomplishment for her. She is very excited 
about going to college, but she admits she will miss parts of Oak Hills. She says she will miss 
the mashed potato bowls at lunch, and the teachers, one specifically. Mrs.Ward has impacted 
her the most throughout high school. She had her for geometry freshman year and struggled in 
that class. Every year after she has aided for her and she says “she has taught me so much that 
I never would have thought my freshman year math teacher would have.” She is always there to 
talk and always there if anyone needs anything. Despite her two major injuries, she is still very 
excited and confident to play and can’t wait to see what happens in college.  



 
 
 
 


