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A Tribute to Mrs. Taylor by Jessica Johnson

     Michele “Minkel” Taylor, also 
known as Mrs. Taylor, made a 
profound impact on all of us. 
Whether we had her as a teacher, 
her kids as our friends, or just 
saw her around the school, her 
smile and work ethic will never 
be forgotten. Many titles come 
to mind when she is thought of: 
teacher, mom, coworker, sister, 
daughter, aunt, friend, and leader. 
Mrs.Taylor suddenly passed away 
on June 18, 2018 due to heart 
disease. However, this article 
will not be about her passing, 
but about her amazing life. The 
goal is to pass her legacy down to 
other future teachers, moms, co-
workers, sisters, daughters, aunts, 
friends, and leaders. 
     Mrs. Taylor taught AP Physics, 
Honors Physics, and coached 

the Robotics team here at Oak 
Hills. Her AP Physics class was 
the smallest class she taught, 
with a total of 12 students. Some 
of these students include Ariel 
Salmon, Ariana Fox, Martin 
Smith, and Bailey Garcia. With a 
smaller class, these students got 
to know Mrs Taylor on a more 
personal level, and had a close 
bond with her. “We had her first 
bell, so she was always the first 
person we saw in the morning,” 
Salmon and Fox explained. “Our 
class was so close and we all got 
along very well, and it couldn’t 
be done without Mrs.Taylor.” 
As they talked about  the good 
times in their class, they said 
they would never forget their 
Dunkin Friday’s [the class would 
get Dunkin Donuts and enjoy a 

coffee], or coming into first bell 
and smelling her Jimmy John’s 
breakfast.
      Along with teaching Physics, 
she coached the Robotics team 
with teacher Joe Dunkle. They 

were coaches of the team togeth-
er for only one year, but accom-
plished many things and made 
countless unforgettable memo-
ries. “She made such an import-
ant impact on our program. The 

Robotics team never had too 
many girls, and the demograph-
ics show that boys are more 
involved in engineering-like 
programs. Having a female figure 
proved that stereotype wrong.” 
Mr. Dunkle was also student 
taught by Mrs. Taylor .“She has 
shaped me into a better teacher 
in so many ways,” Mr.Dunkle 
stated. “She taught me how to see 
a student’s full potential, but also 
consider their personal lives. If 
they have a busy life at home, she 
would offer extra help in lunch-
time or their study hall to knock 
out their homework.”
     Out of the many I interviewed, 
it was apparent the lasting impact 
Mrs. Taylor left on her peers 
was a common trend amongst 
those who knew her. Everyone 

had their funny memories, such 
as her iconic camp songs or her 
amazing sense of humor; but 
most importantly, all said that 
she would drop anything to help 
anyone. She was so caring about 
her students and their life outside 
of school, and was always willing 
to help both co-workers and 
students succeed. As we can all 
see, Mrs.Taylor has made such a 
positive mark on our school and 
community. She was taken away 
from us too soon, but her legacy 
will never be forgotten. Dona-
tions can still be made to the 
Robotics team in her honor, and 
we should all learn to not wait for 
the storm to pass, but to dance 
in the rain in honor of Michele 
Minkel Taylor.

Remembering the Life of Conner Cain

By Pieper Buckley
 It is difficult to find 
words to describe such a topic 
as the loss of a student. I believe 
there is no elegant way to detail 
such a tragedy in the OHHS 
community. Conner Cain was 
a 17 year old senior here at Oak 
Hills High School. On Septem-
ber 11, 2018, he passed away 
due to injuries sustained from a 
car accident.
 Through the pain and 
emptiness students and staff 
have felt because of Conner’s 
passing, the Oak Hills commu-
nity quickly claimed respon-
sibility to arrange a variety 
of ways to honor his life and 
legacy in our school. Mrs. Steel, 
Conner’s former Tartan Time 
teacher, and a group of her 
students were able to set up a 
fundraiser that accumulated 
over $2,500 for the Cain fam-
ily. Furthermore, the OHHS 
Scot Squad did their part by 
collecting money during the 
first half of the varsity football 
game on Friday, September 14. 
A member of the Squad, senior 
Andy Miller, stated, “We’re 

just trying to honor him how we 
can and help his family as much 
as possible.” Money isn’t the 
only way students have honored 
Conner Cain. The Facebook wall 
of Conner’s father, Timothy Cain, 
is flooded with messages of love 
and support from Oak Hills stu-
dents trying to ease the pain of 
their loss, and an impromptu pa-
jama day was organized the week 
of Conner’s passing to remember 
his favorite clothing for school.
 Outside of Oak Hills, 
Conner was a son, a brother, 
and an employee at Buffalo Wild 
Wings. His friends, classmates, 
and co-workers have nothing but 
positive things to say about him 
and the memories they’ve shared. 
Regardless of how personally 
connected each student was to 
Conner, it is clear that his life, 
memories, and accomplishments 
will remain in the Oak Hills com-
munity forever. Condolences and 
support go out to the Cain family 
on behalf of all students and 
teachers. 

Visit our website for an ex-
tended article about Conner.     
https://www.ohhsthetartan.

com/



You won’t meet a freshman sweeter than 
Adonis Arrington. Adonis is funny, determined, 
loyal, dramatic at times, and loves a good pair of 
shoes. Some requirements he has for his partner is 
that she must be loyal, and easy to talk to. For him, 
someone who is self absorbed is most definitely a 
turn off. His dream date would simply just be being 
with his date. Adonis isn’t the best at pick-up lines 
but goes with, “You look familiar, you must be my 
new girlfriend!” 
As a member of the Color Guard, his typical Friday 
nights are spent at football games performing 
during the halftime show so if you’re interested, you 
know where to find him!

Singles Profiles
Freshman:

Adonis Arrigntion
Sophomore:

Brayden Kennell
Do you like a guy that’s funny, nerdy, and consid-

erate? We’ve got one here! A sophomore at Oak Hills, 
Brayden Kennell was straight to the point and didn’t shy 
away when asked what he looks for in a date. Brayden 
is looking for someone who is respectful, has a sense of 
humor, is smart, and (of course) smells nice. Some of his 
turn offs are if his date does not  smell nice, chews with 
his or her mouth open, and only talks about themselves 
and not him. He also wishes that you ask about his day. 
Brayden’s ideal dream date is to go out to dinner and 
afterwards enjoy a nice movie. Brayden hopes to strike 
interest in that special someone with the line, “You must 
be a keyboard because you’re just my type!”

What Steams My Clams
 What once was 
boycotting certain es-
tablishments or sitting 
in the “wrong” area, 
kneeling has now be-
come one of the newest 
social justice protests.  
Some may argue that it 
is un-American to kneel 
as a protest during the 
National Anthem, but it 
was also un-American to 
sit on the bus if you were 
a colored person.  When 
people kneel before the 
flag, it is to bring aware-
ness to what they consid-
er a social injustice.  Pro-
testing is one of the most 
American things one can 
do.  It is an expression of 
individuality and a desire 
for liberty, which most 
Americans hold dear.  
Because of this, I believe 
kneeling before the flag 
is more American than 
standing before it.
 Nike recently went 
under scrutiny for fea-
turing Colin Kaepernick 
in one of their latest ads, 
with the phrase “Believe 
in something, even if it 
means sacrificing ev-
erything.”  While there 
has been much back-

by Zach Witt
The Hallways: A Satire

 The hallways of Oak 
Hills.  One of the worst places 
to be if you are short, or if 
you don’t like people.  Every-
day, 2,700 students flood the 
hallways of Oak Hills High 
School, rushing to get to class 
in the five minutes allotted be-
tween bells.  Most classes are 
on the other side of the world, 
it seems, so it makes the trek 
in the hallways much more 
enjoyable.  
 Throughout your walk 
in the hallways, you will see a 
plethora of things that either 
make you wish you were blind 
or make you completely lose 
faith in humanity.  Luckily, a 
few teachers stand outside the 
door so there is a comforting 
face somewhere along the way.  
Not to mention, when it is at 
least 100 degrees outside; the 
hallways smell absolutely aw-
ful. One could compare it to 
the smell of rotten feet dipped 
in old fish oil.
 In order to lessen the 
trauma of walking through 
the hallways, Oak Hills should 
consider installing traffic 
lights at all of the intersec-
tions.  This would ensure the 
best flow of traffic for the most 
students to get from point 
A to point B as painless as 
possible. Adding traffic lights 
would help lessen the amount 
of tardy students there are 
because some little dudes can’t 
push their way through fast 
enough to get from the mile 

by Ciera Franke and Bailey Garcia

Senior:
Trinity Pflaz

Junior:
Erika Hayes

Trinity Pfalz is a senior here at Oak Hills 
who lives in sweatpants and sweatshirts, but is 
always down for a good dance party. Pfalz is 
very enthusiastic about her Friday night spent 
partying with her fellow classmates. She is looking 
for someone rich and famous and who LOVES 
Wall-E the movie. Unfortunately for all the guys 
out there not liking Wall-E is a fatal mistake 
when it comes to a relationship with her. Pfalz is 
looking for anyone with a heart and a working 
pair of lungs, she wouldn’t consider herself very 
picky. Her favorite pickup line has to be, “Can I 
take a picture of you? So I know what to ask santa 
for!” Was it mentioned that she loves the holidays?

Junior, Erika Hayes, is a passionate and 
genuine girl who can sometimes be a little petty. 
Hayes would describe her perfect date as some-
thing casual and fun like going to an arcade. She 
is looking for someone who has a good sense of 
humor and someone who is caring. If your friends 
would describe you as arrogant stay away from 
Erika because she wants no part. She spends her 
friday nights working or at football games picking 
up guys with her favorite line, “Do you believe in 
love at first sight or should I walk by again?”

by Molly Florimonte and Jaden Thompson

lash over this, from the 
burning and boycotting 
of Nike products along 
with people photoshop-
ping the face of a soldier 
instead of Kaepernick to 
show the skewed message 
of “sacrifice” that Nike 
had advertised; it is fair 
to note that Kaepernick 
essentially sacrificed his 
entire football career 
to stand up for those 

who fall victim to police 
brutality.  His kneeling 
during the National 
Anthem has had an 
impact on his ability to 
get signed by the NFL 
to any team, seemingly 
ending his American 
football career.  Kaeper-
nick essentially sacrificed 
his pursuit of happiness 
(football) to stand up for 
what he believes in. 
 The United 

States was founded on 
the principles of free-
dom and liberty.  The 
bill of rights states that 
Americans have rights 
to freedom of speech, 
religion, and to protest.  
America has never been 
a country with people 
known to conform to the 
wants of others, so why 
would its people expect 
one to stand and salute 
the flag because “they 
just should”?  Non-con-
formity and a sense of 
individuality is what 
makes America the land 
of the free.  While stand-
ing for the flag is show-
ing respect to veterans 
and those who protect 
it, those same veterans 
and active troops are 
defending their right to 
kneel.  Patriotism comes 
in many forms, and I 
believe that Kaepernick’s 
utilization of his 1st 
amendment rights are in 
fact patriotic. The hypoc-
risy of those who criti-
cize his protest but claim 
to be patriotic really 
steams my clams. 

long to the language hallway.  
It’s the most ethical option.  
 In addition to traffic 
lights, we suggest that every-
one, teachers included, wear 
bright orange traffic cones on 
their head in order to let the 
hooligans know that pedestri-
ans exist so they don’t do any 
weird things. 5th and Vine is 
basically a teenage girl concert 
gone wrong-too much drama 
and so much confusion.  An-
other suggestion is to assign 
some teachers, or possibly 
some scary students, to be 
school police officers.  They 
could hand out speeding tick-
ets, or a lack thereof, for those 
who feel the need to walk 
faster than a cheetah or slower 
than molasses.  For those 
students who feel the need 
to stop in the middle of the 
hallway, a possible crane from 
the ceiling could swoop down 
and escort them to the nearest 
exit where they are permitted 
to chat all they wish.  
 Thank you for coming 
to our Ted Talk and we hope 
you seriously consider in-
stalling traffic lights and all of 
our other suggestions for the 
wellbeing of our students and 
staff.
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Teacher’s Pets

Ms. McAauley dogs, Pickles, on the left and 
Ollie, on the right.

 Mr Ihrig’s pets, Dasiy on the left, Astrid in 
the middle, and Norbert on the right. 

Former Teacher, New Athletic Director
     Former Oak Hills English teacher and track coach Ben Hage-
man recently accepted a new position within the district as the high 
school’s Athletic Director. 
     Despite the fact that he’ll miss teaching and his everyday encoun-
ters with students, Hageman is excited to take on his new role as 
Athletic Director.  Hageman is so used to mentoring and coaching 
students, that his new role organizing the entire athletic department 
takes him away from what he loved most about teaching: making 
connections and relationships with his students. 
Transitioning from teacher and coach 
to Athletic Director hasn’t been as he 
anticipated. Hage- man explained, “I 
am still walking into Oak Hills High 
School everyday. I still work with 
the same people everyday, but the 
job couldn’t be any more different.” 
     As the new Athletic Director, 
Hageman has a vision. The most 
important element of his vision is that 
the entire Oak Hills community comes 
together to function as one “team.”  He elaborated by saying that we 
are all one school and one big team of people, and we need to support 
each other. Hageman wants everyone to be there for each other from 
saying hello in the hallways to cheering in the stands at games. Hage-
man believes that there are so many ways Oak Hills students, staff, 
administrators, alumni, and community members can pull together 
and become one.
      In the future, Hageman wants the term ‘student-athlete’ to be 
used because school always needs to come first. Even though many 
students are athletes, they are students first, and to be successful, they 
need to understand that athletics are important, but an education 
always comes before it. 

By Morgan Butts

by Emily Cole

 The students at Oak Hills have spoken; Mr. Murray is September’s featured teacher. On the final day before 
an extended weekend, Mr. Murray graciously took the time to answer a few of my pressing questions about himself, his 
classroom, and his unique style of teaching.

Q: “Tell us a little bit about yourself, what do you teach?”
A: “I am in my 18th year at Oak Hills, 22nd year of teaching; my favorite thing to do is hang out with my family (my 
wife and three kids); I used to be a professional archaeologist before teaching,  now I do it as a hobby. I teach AP World 
History, Honors American History and World History.” 

Q: “What is your philosophy of teaching?”
A: “I find if I let my own passion for the subject matter shine through, it is contagious.  Also, if I treat students by the 
“golden rule,” it is usually reciprocated.”

Q: “How do you make your classroom fun?”
A: “Fun?  Room 401 is where fun goes to die.”

Contradictory to what he says, Mr. Murray’s shining quality is his ability to have fun with his own teaching, and this is 
incredibly contagious for his students.

Q: “If you could teach any other subject, what would it be?”
A: “ Biology - I minored in it in college, and find it endlessly fascinating - and more and more, Biology (especially 
genetics) is teaching us so much about history, especially in terms of Early human evolution - very cool stuff!”

Q: “Why do you keep your room so messy?”
A: “Messy?  This is a common misconception - my room is merely organized along the principals of chaos theory - the 
Physics teachers must know what I mean.”

Mr. Murray intentionally keeps his room messy because it inspires “free thought and a comfortable environment”.

Q: “What is your most memorable year and why?”
A: “1994- The year I met my wife and the same year I accidentally discovered I liked teaching.”

Q: “If you could be any animal what would you be?”
A: “Animal? A three-toed Bolivian tree sloth obviously.”

Q: “What part of your job scares you?”
A: “Hmmm… what scares me… maybe the thought that at some point, the amount of stuff on my bookcase will reach 
critical mass and collapse into a black hole, sucking the west side into a singularity.” 

 Congratulations to Mr. Murray on being the winner of this month’s Teacher Feature. Your inextinguishable 
sense of humor and bubbly demeanor has crafted you into the extremely popular teacher you are today. 

September Teacher Feature: Mr. Murray
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By Bre Luca

What is High School?

There are many com-
ponents that make 
up a high school: the 
academics, the diversity, 
the students, and the 
teaching staff. Oak Hills 
High School varies from 
other local districts in 
the mentioned ways. 
Our high school has its 
identity rooted within 
the community. We are 
able to build a strong 
foundation of success 
that comes from our 
dedicated teachers and 
diverse student body.  

So the question is 
posed: What makes a 
school’s identity? Well, 
the whole is greater 
than the sum of its 
parts, so, we must first 
understand what the 
“parts” of Oak Hills are. 
Oak Hills is made up 
of the staff and their 
respective students. 
Together they create an 
identity, essence, and 
culture. The Oak Hills 

staff is unmatched. I personally have not had a 
conversation with a teacher that only has a basic 
understanding of what they teach, or isn’t willing 
to research the subject with me to form a better 
understanding. This is what I find unique about 
the Oak Hills staff, they are more than willing to 
not only adapt to learning styles and incapabilities, 
but they are extremely receptive to offering extra 
help, even if it interferes with their very precious 
free time. Mrs. Cucchetti and Mrs. Ohara, our 
resident librarians, unofficial teachers, and role 
models, have agreed that the Oak Hills staff is one 
word, “passionate.” Throughout a typical day, it is 
evident that teaching for the Oak Hills staff isn’t 
just a job -not even a career- it is their whole life. 
They are able to make the nurturing culture Oak 
Hills cultivates.  

As for the students, unfortunately, we have a harsh 
reality to come to terms with. In every group of 
people there will always be a minority, someone 
who doesn’t fit in. In the case of education, these 
minorities become children who will never care 
about their schooling.  They seem to be there for 
only two reasons: their parents have pressured 
them to be there or their social life is revolved 
around school. However, most students come 
to school with education as their forethought, 
everything else becomes an afterthought. These are 
the students that make up the second half of Oak 
Hills’ identity; they are the rule, not the exception. 
The majority of Oak Hills has aspirations of grand 

futures, intellectual 
development, and char-
acter refinement. In the 
end, while the teachers 
are the strong backbone 
to hold the students up 
upon, the students are 
the bulk of not only 
the population, but the 
identity.

So what is high school? 
Oak Hills High School 
isn’t what you make it, 
it is what we make it. 
We must collectively 
create our own identity 
as a school, people, and 
culture. And if you ask 
me, we’ve done pretty 
well.

by Cameron Fink



HOMECOMING

Katrina Applegate: 
What is your ideal slow dance? 
“Dancing to Fergalicious with 
pizza in my hand”
What is your favorite TV 
show? 
“Criminal Minds (but it scares 
me, so sometimes I have to 
take a break)”
Why should you win? 
“It would be really cool and I 
love everyone!!!((:”
Who would be the best teach-
er DJ? 
“Ms.Wentz”

Bria Perkins:
What are you eating before the 
dance? 
“Momma’s homemade hot 
wings and Jet’s Pizza”
Who would be the best teacher 
DJ? 
“Definitely Mr.Seiler”
What are your best qualities? 
“Ultimately, my best quality is 
my outrageous sneeze”
If you don’t win who should? 
“Katrina Applegate should win 
because she is the only person 
I’ve ever met that can see the 
light at the end of the tunnel in 
every situation”

Alex Hughes:
If you don’t win who should? 
“The King himself, Berk”
What color dress/tux are you 
wearing?
 “Whatever my girlfriend 
says”
What are you eating before 
the dance?
 “Texas Roadhouse, duh”
What are your best quali-
ties? 
“I’m a fat lovable guy”

Balor Appiarius:
What is your ideal slow dance? 
“God Bless the Broken Road 
with Alaa staring into my soul”
If you don’t win who should? 
“Berk because this is his first 
time at a social event”
What color dress/tux are you 
wearing? 
“Whatever color makes my 
date happy”
Why should you win? 
“Because if Zmoe or Alex wins 
then nobody’s toes are safe, 
just saying”

Ellie Sturm:
What is your ideal slow 
dance? 
“Just me and Michael Scott 
under the disco lights”
If you don’t win who should? 
“My German exchange stu-
dent, Delia, duh”
What is your favorite music 
genre? 
“Norwegian death metal, 
hands down”
Why should you win? 
“To show all my sisters I am 
the real alpha of this family”

Jacob Berkemeier:
What is your ideal slow dance?
 “Looking into Alaa’s foreign eyes, 
while Dunkle is playing bass and Ba-
lor is singing Redbone”
What color dress/tux are you wear-
ing? 
“I am going to be wearing a Captain 
America tux, so keep your eyes on 
me”
Why should you win? 
“Because I’m a very competitive guy, 
and Z-Moe can’t win because he’s a 
kicker, and Kickers aren’t people”
What are you eating before the 
dance? 
“I’m eating Buckets because BALL IS 
LIFE”

Sydney Bledsoe:
What is your ideal slow dance? 
“In Da Club by 50 Cent”
What color dress/tux are you 
wearing? 
“Sparkles so I can be the disco 
ball”
Who would be the best teach-
er DJ? 
“Mr. Baldwin forsure”
What are you eating before 
the dance? 
“Whatever my mom cooks for 
me”

Ben Murray:
What is your ideal slow 
dance? 
“Just me and the Oakettes”
If you don’t win who 
should? 
“Aaron Tam, that kid is a qt”
What are your best quali-
ties? 
“All of them”
What is your favorite music 
genre?
 “Elevator Music”
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COURT 2018

Zach Moeller:
What is your favorite music 
genre? 
“Kpop”
What color dress/tux are you 
wearing?
 “I already wore my bright baby 
blue suit before so I’m going with 
my mikado dress”
Why should you win? 
“You can’t have the real dumb 
and dumber win, aka Berk and 
Balor”
What are you eating before the 
dance? 
“A 5 star mushroom patacon pita 
with an exquisite Big Mac made 
to perfection”

Kylie Duggins:
What is your ideal slow dance? 
“Slow dancing to a classical ver-
sion of “Baby Got Back””
If you don’t win who should? 
“Take your pick, every girl on 
the Court is already a QUEEN”
What is your favorite TV show? 
“Little House on the Prairie is a 
must watch”
Who would be the best teacher 
DJ? 
“Kev-Dog Spraul”

Tim Doyle:
What color dress/tux are you 
wearing? 
“No Idea, just something that 
makes me look really hot”
Why should you win? 
“I am a gamer, and they are 
always looked down on and so 
I am the start of the GAMERS 
rise up movement”
What are you eating before 
the dance? 
“Probably like an apple or 
something”
What is your favorite TV 
show? 
“Naruto, and The Office”

Alex Azucena:
What is your favorite music 
genre? 
“Anything I can bop with AKA my 
Christian trap music”
Why should you win? 
“To make my mother’s dreams of 
me becoming a queen a reality 
(s/o to my mama she’s gr8)”
What are your best qualities? 
“Just look at my Instagrams and 
my mom’s Facebook...if you want 
to see them”
If you don’t win who should? 
“I can’t pick! Everyone on court 
is so sweet & genuine ahhhh 
don’t make me choose”

Alaa Habbas:
What is your ideal slow 
dance? 
“Dancing with Berk while 
Balor serenades us”
What are your best qualities? 
“Being loved by all moms”
What is your favorite TV 
show? 
“Real Housewives of Holly-
wood”
Have you attended all previ-
ous dances at Oak Hills? 
“Oh for sure and I was the 
best looking one there”

Thalia Georges:
What is your favorite music 
genre? 
“I strictly listen to soundtracks 
from animated films. Some 
of my favorites are SING and 
Trolls”
Have you attended all previous 
dances at Oak Hills?
 “Yes, I have. Y’all sleep on 
MORP”
Why should you win? 
“Have you met me?”
What are you eating before the 
dance? 
“I’ll probably make a quick stop 
through Taco Bell”

Aaron Tam:
What is your ideal slow 
dance? 
“One to Careless Whisper 
Sax Solo”
If you don’t win who 
should? 
“My beloved father Ben 
Murray”
Why should you win? 
“I have so much swag”
What are you eating before 
the dance? 
“3 & 1/2 handfuls of Skittles”

Karlee Shay:
What are your best qualities? 
“Hand Walkin’ & Hula Dancing 
:))”
What is your favorite music 
genre? 
“Anything played by the Oak 
Hills Drumline!!!”
What is your favorite TV 
show? 
“iCarly...even though she took 
my name :/”
What color dress/tux are you 
wearing? 
“Idk yet...it’s hard to find dress-
es in the kid section”
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Teacher’s Homecoming Pictures

Mr. Taylor in 1983 for his UC 
Homecoming. Ms. McAuley (2nd from left) with the ladies of the 

Homecoming Court from North East High School in 
2008.

Mrs. Firsich with her husband, Andy, at their 
2001 senior year homecoming here at Oak 

Hills High School.

HOW DO YOU GET READY FOR HOMECOMING?
Every Fall, the most wonderful time of the year arrives: Homecoming season! Sorry if you thought I was going to say Thanksgiving; I’m not sure why you would say that, 

considering it is only September. . . Anyways, back to the real topic. As most know by now, girls usually have a very different routine to follow for their pre-Homecoming glow 
- but who’s to say boys don’t do the same? For me, I personally plan on waking up at 4 AM to cook my all-organic eggs and kelp shake, because health comes first (right, ladies?). I 
will then begin to follow my strict schedule, which starts at about 5:18 am, where I’ll exfoliate my facial pores because no one is about that blackhead life. After the mask settles, I 

plan on going to a sauna to sweat off all of my worries. If there is one thing that people should learn, it is that nothing good happens when you ignore the early morning jitters and 
think you can get away with it. When I’m finished with that, I proceed to get a medium vanilla bean Dunkin iced coffee because, just like every other American, I run on Dunkin. 
Afterwards, I will most likely feel bloated, so I’ll go to Planet Fitness and shake-weight my rolls away. Once I feel decent about myself, I go home and block any source of light out 
of my room and I begin to cry because I don’t have a date to Homecoming. After my ugly crying session, I then begin to start my REAL Homecoming glow. I have my sisters do 

my hair and makeup, and trust in God himself that I look anything remotely close to James Charles. But enough about me…How do you get ready?

by Ellie Sturm

by Kate Baker

Freshman, Chloe Fink
Q: What do you get done first (hair, etc)/ where do you go first?
A: I am a major procrastinator and won’t finish much that night, 
but the first place I end up going on Homecoming night is my 
fridge! A bowl of ice cream fixes all of your worries!
Q: What playlist do you plan on listening to while you get ready?
A: The playlist I listen to while getting ready is my Disney play-
list. High School Musical 3 is the all-time best movie to sing to.
Q: What time do you get up in the morning?
A: Get of bed late like usual. Be absolutely fabulous for the night 
and get some super cute pictures. Go home and get some more 
sleep.

Senior, Andy Miller
Q: Are you more of a scruffy face kind of 
guy, or a clean slate?
A: Clean slate, especially the legs.
Q: Do you plan on wearing a specific co-
logne in the hopes to swoon a lady?
A: Yes, anything that Jack likes.
Q: Do you diet prior to Homecoming?
A: Yeah, I’m on a see-food diet.

Mr. Funk and his wife at his 
high school Homecoming at 

Colerain. 

Sophomore, Gavin Orlet
Q: Do you diet prior to Homecoming?
A: No, Continenza already has me working 
out enough.
Q: Do you believe in taking a date to the 
dance?
A: Yeah, anyone that looks like Megan Fox.
Q: Are you the bowtie or straight tye type?
A: Bowtie, always gotta change it up a little.

Senior, Audrey Lindemann
Q: What time do you plan on waking up in the morn-
ing?
A: When the rooster speaks
Q: What kind of eye look are you looking for-- cut 
crease or smokey eye?
A: For sure a cut crease and smokey eye combined… 
Why do one when you can do both?
Q: What color do you intend on wearing for the night?
A: I plan on wearing blue because it really brings out my 
eyes… also because I picked blue
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The 7 Best Movies to Watch 
for Halloween

-Halloween (1978) - This film is 
a classic. The beginning of hor-
ror icon Michael Myers bloody 
rampage starts here in this film, 
and while not as scary, it packs a 
creepy, old slasher movie punch 
that sticks with the viewer.

- Freddy Vs. Jason (2003) - Ad-
mittedly, this film enters the “so 
bad it’s good” territory. How-
ever, one can’t deny seeing two 
of horror’s most notable icons 
ripping each other to bloody 
shreds is enjoyable to watch.

- Nightmare on Elm Street 
(1984) - A true horror classic, 
this film still stands the test of 
time, and gives the viewer a 
reason to be afraid of sleeping. 
Who thought a man in a striped 
sweater could inflict so much 
fear?

- The Witch (2016) - This more 
recent film follows a family in 
1609 during the Salem Witch 
trials. When their child goes 
missing, the family starts to 
come apart at the seems due to a 
malevolent force haunting them.

by Nathan Brown

What’s that word?

1. Skyline Chilli. There is nothing that can ever compare to this 
delicacy. It is the backbone of our city and itloved by every true Cin-
cinnatian. I cannot even try to explain how delicious it is to outsiders. 
People who come to Cincinnati know of this place, but they don’t 
truly understand how amazingly delicious it actually is. If you’re ever 
feeling hungry, just know that it’s Skyline time. 

2. Graeter’s Ice Cream. This ice cream is hands down one the most 
flavorful desserts I have ever tasted. They hand make all of their ice 
cream, and all of their ingredients are carefully selected to make the 
most delicious ice cream known to man. Conveniently located right 
here in Cincinnati. 

3. LaRosa’s. This pizza is just how Cincinnatians like it. Flat tradi-
tional crust, minimal sauce, and lots of cheese. You wouldn’t think 
such a basic cheese pizza would be that good, but trust me.. It definite-
ly is. 

4. Glier’s Goetta. This is such an iconic food from Cincinnati. It is 
a combination of sausages and grains that can be deep fried to crispy 
perfection. We even have our own GoettaFest every year to showcase 
all of the ways we eat this fantastic food. 

5. Buckeyes. Peanut butter and chocolate shaped as a Buckeye, which 
is Ohio’s state tree. There isn’t much else to say about this perfect treat. 

6. Izzy’s. We love us some corned beef and sauerkraut here in Cin-
cinnati, and if you do to, there is a place that gives out free pickles and 
boatloads of food. Izzy’s has some of the best corned beef reubens I’ve 
ever tasted. 

7. Montgomery Inn. Their BBQ sauce is TO DIE FOR. It is so good. 
Like probably the best. You could practically eat it with anything and 
make it taste good. This is definitely a staple for Cincinnati. 

8. Busken Bakery. Have you ever had one of those yellow face smiley 
cookies? Yeah they’re Busken, and yeah they’re amazing. They make 
some of the best cakes and cookies you will ever taste. Have one or 
have like ten, because no one will judge. 

9. Hofbrauhaus. This German restaurant is very special to the 
Cincinnati area because there is only one other place like it, and it’s in 
Germany. We have this because of the large populations of Germans 
that live here. It has the most authentic German foods you’ll ever 
taste. You can also stand on the table to do the chicken dance which is 
cool. 

10.  Sebastian’s. This authentic Greek restaurant has amazing Gyros 
along with other real greek cuisines. If you’ve never tried tzatziki 
sauce, nows the time because it is actually delicious. 

Fall Festivities 
Checklist

Fall is easily the best season ever. There is so much to do, and it feels amazing out. We have so 
much fun stuff to do around here, with such little time. It’s hard to choose which things to go 
to. Here is a list of some fall favorites. 

1. Apple Picking- Apple orchards are in full bloom during this time, and let’s be honest, who 
doesn’t love some good apple cider. Plus we have so many orchards around this area that are 
close and so much fun to visit!
You can stop over and visit Hollmeyer Orchards which is on Fiddlers Green Road. 
Or drive a little farther and go over to McGlasson’s Farm on River Road. 

2. Starbucks- They released their pumpkin spice lattes on the earliest date ever recorded in 
their history; August 23. Go grab one of the most delicious things you will ever drink this fall. 
It won’t be around forever. Ignore the haters and go get some!
There is a convenient Starbucks in the Target on Glenway Ave, and in the Krogers on Glenway 
Ave as well. Or stop over to their new location on Harrison Ave. 

3. Pumpkin Picking- Go partake in one of the most Halloweeny/ fall activities ever created...
PUMPKIN PICKING. We have so many pumpkin patches in our area to take visit!
Out past Stricker’s Grove, there’s Brown’s Family Farm Market on Hamilton Cleves Road. 
Or drive down to the Coffee Shop on State Line Road going towards Lawrenceburg. They have 
yummy treats, pumpkins, and fall decorations that would make any arts and crafts person go 
crazy. 

4. Corn Maze- Who loves getting lost in a corn maze for hours on end, scared for their life, 
and completely dehydrated? Fall loving people do! If that sounds a like a great time, there are 
plenty of places around here for you.
Go down to Burwinkel Farm, on Hamilton Cleves Road, and they have a spectacular maze. 

5. Haunted House- What else says fall other than getting so scared you almost pee your pants? 
I don’t think anything else can bring that much excitement. If you’re up for that, we have plen-
ty of places in Cincinnati that offer such a thrilling time.
The famous Dent Schoolhouse on Harrison Ave opened on September 14th, and is better than 
ever. 
Halloween Haunt at Kings Island starts the weekend of September 21st, and goes until Hal-
loween. 

Top 10 Most Cincinnati 
Foods by Emma Supe

by Emma Supe

Mild (not too spicy, just to get you thinking)
1. A small flying mammal with leathery wings.  Legend has it that vampires can turn into these. 
________________________
2. A word which is used to frighten people. ____________________
3. A place where dead people are buried. _______________________
4. Undead spirit that haunts houses. ___________________________
5. A dead person who was buried and wrapped with bandages. __________________

Medium (moderately spicy, really get your brain working)
1. To believe in monsters and magic as if they were real. _______________
2. A person that uses magic and is evil. ______________
3. A ludicrous or grotesque act done for fun and amusement. ____________
4. Long, sad cry made by a wolf, or loud cry of pain made by a person.______________
5. Dead person that comes back to life and tries to bite others. ____________________

Hot (the spiciest spice, only geniuses know)
1. A ghost that moves things in a house. _____________________
2 .The person traditionally used to symbolize death. ________________
3. Cast a spell or curse upon someone. __________________
4. A medicinal, magical, or poisonous beverage. ________________
5. The time of day immediately following sunset. ___________________

by Ciera Franke and Bailey Garcia

- The Evil Dead (2013) - This 
film is not for the faint of heart. 
A remake of the 1981 original, 
this film changes the story by 
having a group of teens go to a 
mysterious cabin in the woods to 
help their friend overcome a drug 
addiction. When she gets pos-
sessed by a demon, it becomes a 
bloodbath of epic proportions. 
Don’t watch this if you have a 
weak stomach.

- Don’t Breathe (2016) - 3 teens 
hoping to score a fortune break 
into a blind man’s house, think-
ing he’s an easy target. Truth is, 
they’ve never been more wrong.  
trapped the in his house, and an 
easy score turns into a deadly 
game of cat and mouse.

-Saw (2004) - The only good 
movie in the now 8 film long 
franchise, this first installment 
starts the series off strong by 
making the deadly traps scary, 
and containing one of the best 
plot twists in movie history. 
Watch this film, and skip the rest.

Answer Key

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

9/24-9/28 - Homecoming week
9/29 - Homecoming dance
10/12 - End of 1st quarter
10/15 - No School for students (In-service day)
10/22 - Blood drive
11/1, 11/2, 11/3 - Taming of the Shrew
11/4 - Open House for prospective students
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Fall Sport Athletes 
I asked all of the fall sport coaches to select one team captain to be featured in this Q+A piece. The coaches chose some of the best student 

athletes at Oak Hills. These captains embody the definition of a Highlander. They are hardworking, dedicated, and full of school spirit. Let’s see 
what they had to say…

by Emma Supe

What’s your favorite memory from 
playing golf?
“My freshman year, the varsity team 
went to Centerville for a tournament. 
It was our first one, and Jenna Dueb-
bers brought us together before and 
prayed. We ended up doing really 
good in that tournament.” 

Abby Hulsman- Volleyball

What are you going to miss the 
most?
“I’m going to miss the team the 
most because it’s going to be 
like leaving a family. We all have 
become so close in the past 4 
years. It just won’t be the same 
without them.”

Lauren Watkins- Girl’s Golf Zach Moeller- Boy’s Soccer

What makes soccer different 
than any other sport?
“The group of guys. In most 
sports they only care about 
winning. With these guys, 
we care about each other 
along with the game. Also, 
no one else has a Tim Doyle 
on their team.”

Joey Weikel- Football

 How did you feel after you got your first 
win this year? Did it change your outlook 
on the rest of the season? 
“I felt like we accomplished something. 
We went into the first game with a good 
mentality because of how hard we worked 
all summer. Feeling the way we did that 
Friday night made us open our eyes and 
realize we can accomplish so much if we’re 
committed.” 

Sarah Reddington- Girl’s Soccer

What’s your favorite pump up 
song before a game, and why?
“Lost It by Rich the Kid. It hypes 
me up and it has a good beat 
that gets me in the zone.”

Sam Seibert- Boy’s XC

How has this sport shaped you 
as a person?
“It has taught me persistence, 
not only in cross country but 
in school as well. Say I would 
do bad on a test, I would just 
try harder until I got a better 
score. Starting training in 
early June that goes until late 
October requires perseverance 
and dedication which helps 
me in school.”

Marge Grote- Cheerleading

 Did you ever think about quitting? 
And if so, why?
“Yes, because I made jv my junior year, 
but I decided not to give up on my team 
that I’ve been with for the past eleven 
years so I decided to stick with it.”

Sydney Jones- Girl’s Tennis

If you could go back, what 
other sport would you play, 
and why?
“Soccer because I like to trip 
people.”

Rees Hayes- Boy’s Golf

Any inside jokes you have 
with your team?
“High school dropout 
chef......”
  

Molly Leugering- Girl’s XC

What do you hate most about 
practice?
“The roughest part is in late 
August- early September when 
we’re practicing outside in the 
heat, and running those long 
miles is the worst.”

Best and Worst of the Lot
 To all those sweet rides and hot messes out there, we’ve got the story for you. Here 
is where we choose the best and worst cars in the student parking lot, and it didn’t take long 
before we stumbled upon our winners. These two stood out, both in the best and most inter-
esting ways. Although, many cars could have made either of the lists, our current winners’ 
model years were over 15 years apart and drastically different in style. So, without further 
ado, I present the best car of the lot!
 Senior Olivia Sinnard’s 2015 Chevy Cruze was most definitely an eye-catcher with 
its glossy exterior. I only saw it out of the corner of my eye as I was walking by before I turned 
back towards it to take a second look. Plus, red cars usually stand out more than a grey or 
black one, and red is just pretty awesome in general. 
 And now for the worst car of the lot! I can already hear every student saying it’s 
going to be their  junk of a car, but, I’m here to say, for senior Nathaniel Wesley, his ride truly 
earns the title! This was a car that I came across and most definitely was thrown off guard. 
Though this 1997 Toyota Camry is in better condition than many of the other cars I saw, it 
did have its own “special” characteristics. Just looking at the hood, a large skull and cross-
bones lays across it. I guess you could say it was an eye-catcher in it’s own way. Intrigued by 
the front, I took a look at the sides full of stickers, and not just bumper stickers, but actual 
stickers. When asked about this, Wesley said, “I have always liked stickers on cars so when I 
got mine I put on as many as I could.” There was one sticker that stood out about two inches 
from the rest of the collage, of a naked Homer Simpson. A strange choice, sure, but I guess 
whatever floats your boat!

Best Car Worst Car

2018-2019 
Tartan Staff

From left to right:
Zack Witt, Nathan Brown, Gabby Dreyer, Elizabeth 
Dreyer, Bailey Garcia, Ciera Franke, Molly Florimonte, 
Morgan Butts, Kyra Lough, Cameron Fink, Mackenzie 
Hoy, Emily Cole, Jackie Finke, Ellie Sturm, Emma Supe, 
Jessica Johnson, Jaden Thompson, Pieper Buckley, Bre-
anna Luca, Ana Holleman, C.J. Wilke, Ben Murray, Jack 
Souders

by Jaden Thompsen

Games for the Cause
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