
Best of the Decade 
By: Katie Solomon and Katelyn Rieder 

 

The 2010s was a decade for the history books. So many developments occurred just in the past 

ten years, including the rise of smartphones and social media. Take a walk down memory lane 

with us at The Tartan as we reflect on some of the things that shaped this decade. 

 

Best Music 
2010: California Gurls by Katy Perry 

Katy Perry released one of the biggest summer hits in 2010. It was an undeniable instant 

hit that many listened to along with her other memorable songs such as “Firework” and “Last 

Friday Night (T.G.I.F.)”  

2011: Call Me Maybe by Carly Rae Jepsen 

In 2011, thousands of people sang and uploaded parodies singing this 

hit. Every once in a while, the song is still played on the radio today. 

2012: Love You Like A Love Song by Selena Gomez 

2012 was a huge year for Selena Gomez. “Love You Like A Love 

Song” was one of her most popular, which really set the scene for 

love.  

2013: What Makes You Beautiful by One Direction 

Everything about these lyrics makes this song beautiful! One Direction created such 

amazing songs throughout the decade. Unfortunately, they went in different directions in 2015. 

2014: Blank Space by Taylor Swift 

This 2014 song was on Taylor’s album 1989. Over the decade Taylor has released songs 

about love and heartbreak and “Blank Space” was one of the many songs.  

2015: Uptown Funk by Bruno Mars 

This song was released in late 2014 but became an early 2015 hit. “Uptown Funk” was so 

fun and upbeat, almost anyone who listened to it started to dance along. 

https://youtu.be/4yT9gg1KyuE
https://youtu.be/fWNaR-rxAic
https://youtu.be/EgT_us6AsDg
https://youtu.be/QJO3ROT-A4E
https://youtu.be/e-ORhEE9VVg
https://youtu.be/OPf0YbXqDm0


 

2016: Can’t Stop the Feeling by Justin Timberlake 

Justin Timberlake set a positive tone for 2016 with “Can’t Stop the Feeling.”  

2017: Perfect by Ed Sheeran 

 Ed Sheeran wrote a beautiful tune for lovers. The song was perfect! (pun intended).  

2018: In My Feelings by Drake 

This song blew up thanks to a dancing trend on TikTok, the popular social media app. 

Thousands of people of all ages were learning it every day of the year.  

2019: Sucker by the Jonas Brothers 

The Jonas Brothers released the song “Sucker” as their comeback hit. The Jonas Brothers 

took a break during the start of the decade but made an epic return and released their album 

called Happiness Begins.  

Best Toys 
2010: Zhu Zhu Pets  

This toy was used by many kids in 2010. The robotic hamsters made dreams of wanting a 

pet without the responsibility come true. To learn more, click here. 

2011: Fijit Friend 

“Fijit Friends” were on thousands of kids’ 

Christmas lists in 2011. The robot friend’s primary 

function was to dance with you, as a song played and 

their faces lit up. To learn more, click here. 

2012: Furby 

Much like Fijit Friends, the Furby was another 

robotic friend. However, this 2012 robot could learn 

hundreds of commands. After the initial release, a Furby app came out, which let kids raise 

Furbies on their phone instead of their parents having to buy the actual product. To learn more, 

click here. 

 

https://youtu.be/ru0K8uYEZWw
https://youtu.be/2Vv-BfVoq4g
https://youtu.be/0R-47n_Lr38
https://youtu.be/CnAmeh0-E-U
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/21/business/21toys.html
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2101344_2100678_2100677,00.html
https://robots.ieee.org/robots/furby/


 

 

2013: Rainbow Loom 

The classic pastime of art & crafts became popular again with the release of the 

“Rainbow Loom.” With this toy, kids could make bracelets using the colorful rubber bands. To 

learn more, click here. 

2014: Hoverboard 

The Hoverboard became a household favorite when it was released in 2014. The 

challenging yet entertaining device became a game for many kids during this time. To learn 

more, click here. 

2015: Musical.ly 

Musical.ly was one of the first social media apps to truly take the preteen world by storm. 

People were entertained for hours through lip-syncing. In 2018, the app rebranded to TikTok. 

Learn more about this switch in our TikTok section for the year 2018. 

2016: Pokémon GO 

For the first time, the popular video game and trading card game of Pokémon came to 

mobile devices. People were encouraged to get up and move around to “catch ‘em all!” To learn 

more, click here. 

2017: Fortnite 

Battle-royale style videogames rose to new heights with the release of Fortnite in 2017. 

The free-to-play game was immediately a fan favorite for teenagers and kids. To learn more, 

click here. 

2018: TikTok 

Musical.ly’s rebranding of TikTok skyrocketed in 2018. People from all ages, not just 

teenagers, enjoyed the app and it’s new funny content. This is a huge difference from Musical.ly, 

which focused mainly on lip-syncing. To learn more, click here. 

2019: GamePigeon 

https://www.rainbowloom.com/
https://www.rainbowloom.com/
https://hoverboards.com/
https://www.pokemongo.com/en-us/
https://www.epicgames.com/fortnite/en-US/home
https://www.tiktok.com/en/


The add-on to IMessages took off in 2019. The service allows for games like Cup Pong, 

8-Ball, Sea Battle, and more. To learn more, click here. 

 

Best Entertainment 
2010: Instagram (app) 

Over the decade, Instagram has reached a wide audience with over a million users 

sharing moments of their lives through photos and videos. 

2011: Glee (show) 

The series focuses on a high school choir known as the glee club who sing sensational 

covers of many songs. 

2012: Pitch Perfect (movie) 

The cup song by Anna Kendrick who starred in Pitch Perfect was a huge 

trend. If you want to try to master it click here. 

2013: Frozen (movie) 

When Elsa loses control of her icy spell, her sister, Anna, Olaf, Kristoff, 

and his reindeer, Sven, go on a journey with many encounters to find Elsa and help break her 

spell. 

2014: Maleficent (movie) 

During the decade of animation, Disney movies started to change to live action with this 

jaw-dropping film. 

2015: Avengers Age of Ultron (movie) 

In the 2015 continuation of the MCU (Marvel cinematic universe), The Avengers protect 

the world from global extinction. 

2016: Stranger Things (Netflix) 

This 2016 show was a science fiction series set in the 1980s in a town called Hawkins, 

Indiana. The show investigates all the supernatural events happening around the town. 

2017: Riverdale (Netflix) 

http://gamepigeonapp.com/
https://youtu.be/cmSbXsFE3l8
https://youtu.be/cmSbXsFE3l8
https://youtu.be/cmSbXsFE3l8


Riverdale is a high school television drama with a mixture of a small town murder 

mystery. The show is based on “Archie Comics,” with a much darker twist. 

2018: Black Panther (movie) 

Blank Panther brought more diversity into Marvel Studios movies and gave hope to 

African Americans who now have a superhero who depicts who they are.  

2019: Disney + 

The decade closed off with a new streaming service called Disney Plus. Disney Plus 

gives us memorable disney shows and movies from the past with the exception of a few new 

ones (Mandelorion, Noelle, Lady and the Tramp live action remake). 

Best Fashion 
2010: Heelys 

Almost everyone has some faint memory of someone in school having Heelys, or maybe 

you were lucky enough to have them yourself.  

2011: Hair feathers 

Hundreds of young girls in 2011 were obsessed with this accessory to 

jazz up their hairstyle.  

2012: Fishtail braids 

Speaking of hairstyles, the fishtail braid became a huge trend due to its 

new and fresh take on the traditional braid.  

2013: Crop tops 

Shorter shirts blew up in the summer of 2013. Almost every teenager 

wanted one. 

2014: Athleisure 

Casual wear took 2014 by storm. People were constantly wearing leggings with 

practically any top to give a more “chill” appearance. 

2015: Button-Up Skirts 

Form-fitting skirts in general became huge during this year. Instead of a more formal 

pencil skirt, buttons in the front were added to give a more youthful look. 



2016: Oversized sweatshirts  

Buying clothes a few sizes bigger never looked trendier in 2016. The popular singer 

Billie Eilish was also a huge fan of this style, and some say she was the pioneer of the look. 

 

 

2017: Overalls 

The 90s began to make a comeback in 2017. This farm-like accessory was one of the 

main influences on the year. 

2018: Scrunchies 

This accessory made a huge comeback in the past few years. They are often worn not 

only as a hair tie, but as a bracelet to spice up an outfit. 

2019: All things grunge 

The rise of the popular social media TikTok has introduced the world to e-girls and 

e-boys. For those who don’t know, this consists of dressing up in emo-goth fashion with a hint of 

bright pinks or greens to add some color. Many people resonate with this trendy style, as you 

may be able to tell just by walking around Oak Hills. 

 

Many trends came and went throughout the past decade. While not all may be remembered as 

monumental, it is certain that each fashion fad and one-hit wonders shaped us into who we are 

today. 

 

 


