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Many people throughout Oak Hills know Mr. Murray, or at least know of him. 
He’s the quirky teacher who likes Batman, Star Trek, and Dr. Who and whose 
bathroom passes are a Batman toy, a Batmobile, and a holiday hat. Mr. Murray 
has been teaching at Oak Hills for almost his entire teaching career, that’s 
twenty years. Murray got his start teaching when he joined the Peace Corps and 
was stationed in the Pacific. He was asked to teach math at an all-male 
boarding school; that was where he fell in love with teaching and his future wife. 
When they left the Peace Corps, Murray and his wife moved to Cincinnati to 
take care of his elderly grandparents. This was when he decided to get a degree 
in teaching to be there for his wife and future children.  
 
Mr. Murray cares about his students and it shows. When asked what the worst 
part of teaching was, Murray said, “Being in a situation where someone’s 
spiraling and I can’t help.” He also works with autistic students in the Highlander 

24/7 program, helping them get accustomed to social situations and interactions. One of his 
former students, Elizabeth Pfalz, said Murray, “made a change in my life I didn’t expect from a 
history teacher in high school” and that he “set the bar for future history teachers.” That’s high 
praise for anyone. A current student of his, Jason Nguyen called him “interesting” and 
“inspirational.” He truly is the type of teacher every teacher should aspire to be. Murray also 
runs the food and clothing bank at Oak Hills.  
 
Mr. Murray’s degree in archeology makes him the perfect history teacher. He was working on 
his doctorate in archeology when he joined the Peace Corps. When asked why he pursued 
history, he said that his family was poor growing up, so they would drive out to historical sites to 
have fun. Murray got his degree in Archeology at a college in Jerusalem, Israel but got his 
degree in teaching at IU Bloomington in Indiana. When asked if he would be interested in 
teaching any other subject, he said Biology.  
 
Murray’s first teaching job was drastically different from his teaching here at Oak Hills. The 
school had no electricity, dirt floors, the school had no resources or supplies and it was a very 
informal setting where the students would call him by his first name. But it was a big deal for 
those kids to be able to attend school. Teaching kids like that would make anyone fall in love 
with teaching. Mr. Murray is a great teacher too; you can tell he has a passion for what he 
teaches and his students, something that hasn’t died out in the twenty-four years teaching.  
 
Mr. Murray is an easy to get along with teacher, as well as someone who cares about his 
students. He loves to teach AP world history, stating that it was his favorite subject to teach. His 



classroom may look messy, and it is, but there is a method to his madness and a passion for 
teaching that won’t be dying out anytime soon.  


