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October is a month of many monsters, but Oak Hill’s favorite monster is the 
Loch Ness monster. Ah yes, the lake-dwelling beast we’ve come to love. 
Though many at OHHS know Lochy, a question is raised: how did the 
infamous legend come to be? This question will be answered now, so let’s 
get into it!  
 

Accounts of the Loch Ness monster date back to ancient times, with 
the first depictions of the monster being stone carvings made by the Pict 
people of Scotland, showing a mysterious beast with flippers. Thousands of 
years later in 565 C.E, according to the researchers and historians of 
Britannica, the first written account of the Loch Ness monster appears in 
what is known as the biography of St. Columba. According to the writing, 
the monster bit a swimmer and was preparing to bite another person, but 
then St. Columba intervened, ordering the beast to “go back”. Ever since 
St. Columba supposedly banished the beast to the depths of Loch Ness 
Lake, no new sightings of the monster were recorded . . . that is until 1933.  
 

In April 1933, a couple in Scotland reported seeing an enormous 
animal, that they described to look like a “dragon” or “prehistoric animal.” 
Many sightings similar followed, until 
eventually, English physician Robert Keneth 
photographed the beast, massively 
popularizing the legend of Loch Ness.  
 
Years later in the 1950s, researchers began 
using sonar  technology to try to locate and 
possibly photograph the Loch Ness monster. 
This research continued up to 2003, with many 
findings of some sort of large mass at the 
bottom of Loch Ness, and even a picture  of 



what appeared to be a large flipper which surfaced after an expedition in 
the 1970s.  
 
Though all of this research has been done with some forms of evidence 
found to support the monster’s existence, it has been found that Nessie is 
most likely fake. In 1994, it was unearthed that the infamous 1934 picture 
of the “monster” was fake. Amy Tikkanen of Britannica states “in 1994 it 
was revealed that Wilson’s photograph was a hoax spearheaded by a 
revenge-seeking Wetherell; the ‘monster’ was a plastic-and-wooden head 
attached to a toy submarine.” Scientists performed a fairly recent test in 
2018, where they took a DNA survey of Loch Ness to determine what 
organisms live in the lake. No DNA of a large or unknown creature was 
found, though eel DNA was found, leading some believers of the Loch 
Ness monster into thinking the monster may be a giant eel.  
 
Whether legitimate or legend, the Loch Ness monster will always be real in 
the halls of Oak Hills High School.  

 
 
 
 


