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On February 12, 2020, the Tartan writers and editors were 
brainstorming article ideas and I thought it would be a good 
idea to write about how to solve a Rubik’s Cube. I then 
embarked on a journey to learn how to solve a Rubik’s 
Cube in about a week and a half, spoiler alert: it didn’t go 
great. I tried for about a week to crack the code; however, I 
was unable to solve it because it is actually so hard that I 
couldn’t even get through the first step. After I realized that 
I wasn’t going to be able to solve the puzzle, I immediately 
asked my friend if I would be able to interview her 
boyfriend who somehow knows how to solve a Rubik’s 

Cube. 
Before I talk about Noah McKee and his crazy ability to solve a Rubik’s Cube, I’m going 

to talk about my failure to do the same. I actually blame my friend for this article, she had 
brought Noah’s Rubik’s Cube to school and for about a week in algebra, we had four people 
trying to solve it. Then, when we were asked to think of article ideas, I immediately went to the 
Rubik’s Cube. I then spent a few days doing some hard-hitting Rubik’s research and found an 
algorithm that seemed pretty simple. Then, for the next week, I really tried to do it; 
unfortunately, I couldn’t even make a cross with the white side and that’s just the first step! After 
my many failures at the first step, I quickly realized that I needed to change my plan and that’s 
when I realized that I would need to talk to someone who can do it. 

Now, this is where Noah comes in. The next day in algebra, I asked my friend if she 
thought Noah would be willing to do an interview and explain why he can solve a Rubik’s Cube, 
and how he does it. In the short time that I spoke to Noah, he told a very interesting story about 
how he learned to do this. When he was little, he solved one side and thought he did it but then 
realized that he still had five sides to go. He then continued to work on the Rubik’s Cube for 
about a year until he came up with his own algorithm after doing some research and then 
proceeded to solve the cube. I found this very interesting because I couldn’t even make a cross in 
a whole week and he somehow managed to do a whole side in just one sitting. 

Although Noah learned to solve a Rubik’s Cube, don’t feel too bad if you can’t. It’s 
estimated that only 5.8% of people are able to solve a Rubik’s Cube. In fact, Erno Rubik, the 
creator of the Rubik’s Cube, spent months trying to figure it out. If that’s not enough to make 
you feel better, there are about 43 quintillion possible combinations so it’s okay if you can’t 
pinpoint one. Rubik’s Cubes are notoriously hard to solve and only a tiny part of the population 
can do it, so if you’re one of them, I am very impressed. 


