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Dire wolves, one of the most feared predators of the Pleistocene era, have always been 
thought to inhabit the Americas. However, recent findings have shown that these fluffy 
bone-crushing canines may have stalked in Asia.  

 
Dire wolves were much like the modern wolves we think of today, except big . . . like, 

really big. The San Diego Natural History Museum states, “The Timber Wolf or Gray Wolf of 
today is leaner, usually weighing between 66 and 145 pounds, whereas Dire Wolves weighed 
between 125 and 175 pounds.” For a canine, that is extremely heavy, so you could imagine how 
huge a dire wolf must have been to weigh 
125-175 pounds on average.  

 
In a sand-mining expedition on the 

Songhua River in northeast China, an abnormal 
grey wolf skull was found. “The fossil was 
distinctly different from the gray wolf jawbones 
that had been previously unearthed from the 
river’s depths,” explains Dr. Katherine Kornei of 
The New York Times. A specifically curious 
aspect of the skull is its molar, which topped 1.25 
inches in length, a size “much bigger than the 
gray wolf’s” according to Ni Xijun of the “Chinese 
Academy of Sciences.” After various tests on the 
skull conducted in Beijing by Dr. Ni and his team, 
scientists concluded that the closest match to the fossil is the dire wolf.  

 
So, how would the dire wolves have been able to travel from the Americas to East Asia? 

The answer is the Bering Land Bridge. Dr. Ni explains, “They dispersed like the other large 
mammals and even human beings along the Bering Land Bridge.” He then went over the likely 
explanation for there being no dire wolf skulls found in Asia until recently, explaining that the 
wolves likely had too much competition in Asia between animals such as spotted hyenas; a 
predator similar in size but with bigger teeth and stronger jaws.  

 
The next time you go outside, maybe do some digging. Who knows? You may just make 

a groundbreaking scientific discovery. 
 

 


