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Madame Ryan is an influential and astounding French teacher at Oak Hills High School. 
She has been an inspiration to many through her 20+ years of teaching. Currently, she teaches 
AP French, French 2, French 3, and ESL at OHHS and Delhi Middle School. To many, 
language classes in high school are considered a bore. Not many are intrigued or drawn to 
learning about the culture of the language they are being taught. Mme. Ryan took 2 years of the 
French language and was done. When she walked into her French 101 class at the University of 
Cincinnati, she was blown away. The environment was a completely different dynamic 
compared to her French classes in high school. Ryan stated, “I walked into the class that a T.A. 
was teaching, she had more energy and smiles than I’d ever seen on a teacher’s face before, it 
was obvious she loved what she was teaching ….and then boom! She spoke French! She made 
us speak French!” This changed and inspired Ryan to do what she does today. The Madame 
Ryan many students and staff have the pleasure of knowing today is due to that encounter and 
experience. 
 

French culture, history, arts, cuisine, lifestyle, and music has always been something 
that grabbed Madame Ryan’s attention. It’s one thing to study a culture or language in a 
classroom, but it’s such a difference to live the culture. Ryan found that the only way to truly 
learn and embrace French culture was by leaving 45238 and living the culture in France itself. 
Ryan’s T.A. inspired her to use the language, learn the language, but also live the language by 
traveling to France. Madame Ryan always encourages her students to leave and travel when 
they’re young. It’s always easy to come home, but it’s harder to leave when it comes to 



experiencing the world. Ryan will never forget the style of teaching by that T.A. and always tries 
to emulate that style in many ways.  
 

 Madame Sullivan is a fellow French teacher and long time colleague of Ryan. Sullivan 
has worked alongside Ryan for 20 years. Madame Ryan does an amazing job incorporating 
innovative approaches to teaching all four skills of a World Language. Ryan works hard to 
incorporate authentic materials and curriculum that are relevant to today’s students. Madame 
Ryan paved the way for the Oak Hills language department. Sullivan said, “Since she was at 
Oak Hills before I started, she helped set the tone for the expectations of the department and 
pushed me to be a better teacher.” They share many fun and amazing memories together. 
Including when Madame Ryan organized a Haiti 5k race and had the opportunity to shoot the 
starter’s pistol. Madame Ryan is an individual who goes above and beyond to teach dedicated 
and innovative lessons. She cares deeply for each of her students and is always on the lookout 
for new and exciting ideas. 
 

The lessons she teaches within her classroom are relevant to today’s world. Her goal is 
to make things interesting and help her students focus on learning about French culture. If any 
student or staff has been to room 415, they’d know that there are student projects all over the 
room. From models of museums to paintings to parts of french history, everything was made by 
past and present students. The projects in her French classes are intended to enhance the 
student’s understanding of the language and culture. This helps to foster a truer and more 
invested interest in the culture. Those projects allow her students to create something that 
symbolizes what they’re learning and using it in a real way. 
 

Madame Ryan is an inspiration to many. Her travels with her students are one of the 
most rewarding parts, especially when they apply what they learn and take in the culture they 
now know. Past students keep in contact with her. They update her about their lives and about 
where French has led them. Positive student feedback motivates her to keep doing what she 
does: Providing meaningful lessons that create memories for her students that stay with them 
through life. At the end of the day, Mme. Ryan’s favorite part of French is sharing her love of it 
with her students, seeing them enjoy it, and applying the language to their lives. 


