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Warning: The following discusses a variety of content that may be sensitive to some 

readers. 

 

Typically with teenagers, “Shakespeare,” is not a positive word. However, those taking 

AP Literature & Composition broke this stereotype when they went and saw the Cincinnati 

Shakespeare Company’s production of Shakespeare’s first tragedy, Titus Andronicus.  

“Roman general Titus Andronicus returns victorious from 10 years of war, his 

archnemesis Tamora Queen of the Goths in tow and 

in chains. But when Rome’s rash and impetuous new 

Emperor decides not only to free her, but to marry 

her and make her his queen, she embarks upon a 

remorseless course of revenge,” explains the 

Company’s website. While the plotline does seem very intriguing, the production is not for the 

faint of heart. Characters like Titus’ daughter Lavinia and Tamora’s lover Aaron are consistently 

physically and emotionally abused by other characters on stage. While it is heartbreaking to 

watch, it is a pure representation of daily life during Shakespeare’s time.  

Each actor does such a brilliant job representing their character. Since it is in 

Shakespearean language, it can be difficult to understand exactly what they’re saying, but with 

the actions and the emotions that the characters have, it’s relatively easy to follow the storyline. 

One of the actors that especially caught my eye was Maggie Lou Rader, who plays Lavinia 



Andronicus. As mentioned previously, Lavinia undergoes a variety of traumatizing events, and 

Rader portrays them brilliantly. 

One of the most difficult parts of reading Shakespeare is that many pivotal events happen 

off-stage. However, the CSC does an excellent job of 

making sure all audience members are following along. 

When something that happens off-stage needs to be shown, 

a messenger with a old-timey video player will come out 

and point it towards the actors as a projector screen lights 

up with a short clip. These clips are filmed at various 

locations before showtime, and are essential in showing the 

audience the entire plot, not just the moments that happen 

on-stage. 

Overall, the production was incredible to watch. AP 

Literature and Composition teacher Mrs. Payne said that she hopes through viewing this play 

that “many students discover that Shakespeare is actually quite entertaining.” Looking around at 

the smiles on the faces of the AP Lit students, it seems as if everyone thoroughly enjoyed this 

Shakespearean play.  


