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We’ve all heard of Bruce Wayne, A.K.A Batman, but what about his 
eleven or so children, his two grandchildren and the rest of his 
ever-expanding family? Some of these members are better than others at 
different things, but who is really the best of the best?  
There are four categories for this list. 1. Detective skills 2. Fighting skills 3. 
Reason for becoming a bat 4. Personality. Now let’s get started.  
Disclaimer: This will exclude Flashpoint Martha Wayne, Thomas Wayne, 
Ric Grayson, and Ian Wayne. Jason will be judged as Red Hood only. 
Also, this is extremely biased.   
 
We’re gonna start with the worst . . . 
 

1. Bette Kane (Flamebird). Cousin of Kate Kane - She’s just not very good at the vigilante 
life. Her detective skills are terrible, she’s appalling at fighting. Her reason for joining is 
terrible. She wanted to meet her crush, Robin. She was a fangirl who took it too far. Her 
personality is bland too. Also, her hero name is so unintelligent. You’re the sidekick to 
Batwoman, you have to come up with something better than Flamebird. At least she’s 
trying. In the crime-riddled Gotham streets, she’s trying her best to and usually getting in 
the way of saving her city from criminals.  
  

2. Mar’i Grayson (Nightstar). Daughter of Dick Grayson and Koriand’r a.k.a Starfire. She’s 
just kinda bad all around. She has no detective skills and no real reason for joining the 
vigilante life. She did it because her mom did and she wanted to spite her dad. Her 
personality is bland as well. Her fighting skills are amazing though. Shooting fire out of 
your hands does come in handy. She needs more character and to be used more by the 
writers. She has the potential to be great. 
  

3. Carrie Kelley (Robin/Catgirl). She’s one of Bruce Wayne’s many kids and many Robins, 
being the third one, joining after Jason died. But she’s not very good at it. Her detective 
skills need some work as do her fighting skills, she trained herself which is why. Her 
reason for joining was stupid, she did it to be like Batman. Also, Catgirl is a terrible 
name. 
 

4. Dick Grayson (Robin/Nightwing/Batman). He’s the first Robin and the 
first of Bruce’s kids. He’s in this position since he was around nine 
years old when he joined the fold. His detective skills just aren’t there. 
He’s great at fighting though thanks to his parents being acrobats. He 
didn’t really get a choice in becoming a vigilante. Instead of paying for 



therapy, Bruce just suited him up and let him beat up criminals. His personality is lacking 
very much, most comics now focus more on his physical attributes rather than his 
personality.  
 

5. Jake Grayson. He may not be a vigilante, but he is the son of Dick Grayson and 
Koriand’r a.k.a Starfire. Even without being a vigilante, he’s extremely powerful. He’s one 
of the only people left in his world with powers. He has no detective skills though and his 
reason was he threw a hissy fit and his dad got angry with him. However, he has a very 
well thought out personality that many kids can relate to.  
 

6. Helena Wayne (Huntress). Daughter of Bruce Wayne and Selina Kyle she was born into 
the vigilante life. However, her detective skills aren’t the greatest. Her fighting skills are 
too good either. Her reason was very noble of her. She wanted to protect her mother’s 
reputation since in this world her mother isn’t a master jewel thief but rather a victim of 
circumstances. Her personality is okay too, it was noble of her to try and restore her 
mothers reutation, but she answers every challenge with her fist.  
 

7. Damian Wayne al Ghul (Robin). As the son of Bruce Wayne and Talia al Ghul, he was 
born into the life. His mother taught him to be a killing machine, but he’s not very good at 
the detective bit. Or the not killing part of being a bat. Throughout his comics, he’s been 
a very well thought out character and his personality is amazing. He saved a cow from a 
slaughterhouse and declared himself a vegetarian. He 
takes in stray animals, even when they’re a demon bat. 
He’s a good kid. However, he’s a bit snarky and 
believes he’s entitled to the title of Robin and 
eventually the title of Batman. 
  

8. Bruce Wayne (Batman). Bruce watched his parents 
die and decided that instead of going to therapy he was 
going to track down their killer and bring him to justice 
and every criminal in Gotham. He was trained by the 
best of the best, including Ra’s al Ghul, Giovani Zatara, Alfred Pennyworth, and others 
we don’t know of. His personality can be kind of bland depending on the writer, but when 
done right, Bruce is an amazing guy. He just needs a good therapist and to be taught 
that adoption is not a good coping method. Seriously, the man’s got eleven kids.  
 

9. Stephanie Brown (Spoiler/Robin/Batgirl). Daughter of a doctor and the Cluemaster, a 
third rate Gotham villain, Steph wanted to do good in the world. She started out as 
Spoiler, before taking the mantle of Robin, becoming the fifth to hold that title.  Her 
fighting skills are bad though, as are her detective skills. She’s young and has time to 
learn. She’s rash and abrasive. She doesn’t think things through. She’s a bull in a china 
shop. However, she’s funny and snarky. She has a great personality and fits in well with 
the family. In the past, she was the girlfriend of Tim Drake when he was still Robin.  



  
10. Jason Todd (Robin/Red Hood). Second Robin and adoptive son of Bruce Wayne. Jason 

is technically a zombie and legally dead, murdered by the Joker when he was twelve. 
Jason’s personality after the Lazarus Event, which brought him back to life, is rather 
harsh and a complete 180 from his happy-go-lucky Robin self. He’s abrasive and rude, 
aggressive and just mean. He still has his soft side, but he hides it behind his mask. His 
detective skills are lacking due to his death and subsequent resurrection and his fighting 
skills are even worse. He knows some hand to hand combat, but he relies heavily on his 
pistol. Now coming back from the dead is hard, but it made his personality and his skills 
weak and kind of a bummer.  
 

11. Terry McGinnis (Batman). Terry is Batman of the future. Successor to Bruce Wayne 
and protector of neo-Gotham. Before being trained by Bruce he was an excellent fighter, 
with Bruce’s training he was sent above and beyond. However, his fighting skills don’t 
make up for his lack of detective ones. Most of his wins are pure luck and not deducing. 
His reason for becoming Batman is also lackluster and a copy of Bruce Wayne’s. Terry’s 
father was killed and he wanted to avenge his death. His personality is also quite bland 
with him being almost a carbon copy remake of Bruce with some Dick Grayson sprinkled 
in. He just needs to remember that a cowl isn’t the same as therapy.  
 

12. Tim Drake-Wayne (Robin/Red Robin). Fourth to join the ranks of Robin and the 
adoptive son of Bruce Wayne. Tim is one of the best-known members of the batfam. Tim 
is a computer wiz and more a hacker than a fight, but that doesn’t mean he doesn’t know 
how to, he’s beaten both Dick and Jason during sparring. However, those hacking skills 
do make him one of the best detectives in the family.  He chose to be Robin. He found 
out Batman’s identity on his own joined the ranks of his own free will. His personality is 
rather lacking though since it’s been quite a few years since he’s been a major player. 
Tim’s been spending more time as CEO of Wayne Enterprises rather than in the cowl.  
 

13. Duke Thomas (The Signal). The only metahuman in this group, Duke has some 
advantages over the full humans in this list. Duke’s powers are light-based, 
as he can use light to look in the “past” and the “future” of a room. He’s 
nothing compared to Mar’i and Jake but still, he’s powerful in his own way. 
He good in hand to hand combat but unlike other members of the family, 
that doesn’t overshadow his personality. He uses his powers for good and 
wants to help people. He joined the We Are Robin movement to help people 
and to do good. That movement and his actions in it helped him become 
The Signal and get training by Bruce, Dick, Jason, Tim, and Damian. He’s a 
good guy through and through.  
  

14. Selina Kyle (Catwoman). Master jewel thief, almost wife of Bruce Wayne, 
and mother of Helena Wayne. Selina cannot be left out of any Bat-family list. 
Her detective skills far outshine many of the others as do her fighting skills. 



Those claws will cut through glass, I’d hate to see what they’d do to flesh. Although that 
whip isn’t a very good weapon, there’s so much wrong with a jewel thief using a whip. 
Her personality is just as sharp as her claws. She’s witty and sneaky, she’s cat-like and 
sexy. And she knows it, she uses her feminine charms to her advantage. She started as 
a thief to protect herself and her friends at the time. A noble reason for a noble woman.  
 

15. Cassandra Cain-Wayne (Orphan/Batgirl/Black Bat). Second Batgirl, the adoptive 
daughter of Bruce Wayne, the biological daughter of assassins David Cain and Lady 
Shiva. Cassandra was raised by her birth father, David Cain, to be the perfect killing 
machine. He taught her not to fear death by bringing her to the brink of it. He never 
taught her how to speak or read anything except body language. This was how Bruce 
found her. Bruce took her in and gave her a home. However, she is only loyal to the Bat, 
not the man. Due to her training by David Cain, her fighting skills are much greater than 
most of the family as are her detective skills. She joined the family to atone for killing a 
man, on her father’s behest. Something she may never forgive herself for. Her 
personality can be bland due to bad writers. However, if given the chance to shine, she’d 
be a diamond in the sky.  
 

16. Kate Kane (Batwoman). Cousin of Bruce Wayne on his mother’s side, Jewish lesbian, 
and daughter of two military officers, Colonel Jacob Kane and Officer Gabrielle “Gabbi” 
Kane. Kate was born to do good. She was kidnapped alongside her mother and twin 

sister, Elizabeth “Beth” Kane during their 12th birthday by terrorists. 
Gabbi was killed and Beth was assumed dead. Kate grew up with the 
trauma of watching her mother die and eventually joined the U.S 
Army. She was however kicked out due to the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” 
rule for being a lesbian and in a relationship with another officer. Due 
to her training in the military and her father’s help, Kate can take on 
anyone in Gotham. Including her sister who was stolen by the Religion 
of Crime and raised to be Alice, their leader. She wanted to help her 

country and being a Bat was her only way of doing it. Her detective skills need some 
working on but she has a great personality, if not some trust issues.  
  

17. Barbara Gordon (Batgirl/Oracle). Daughter of Police Commissioner Jim Gordon, first 
batgirl, only Oracle. Barbara Gordon is a fighter and a lover. She joined the fight 
because she loved her father and wanted to protect his city. To protect her city. Even 
after she was shot and paralyzed by the Joker, she fought hard. Forming the Birds of 
Prey, an all-female vigilante group and passing her mantle down to Cassandra Cain, 
Stephanie Brown. Barbara has an on-again, off-again relationship with Dick Grayson 
depending on the writer. He helped teach her, as did Bruce and unknowingly, her father. 
She’s a hacker, much like Tim, but she started as a fighter. Her detective skills are 
enhanced by her computer skills. She’s an amazing fighter, that even in a wheelchair 
she could still beat the bad guys up.  
 



18. Harper Row (Bluebird). Runaway and unofficial daughter of Bruce Wayne. Harper is a 
strong-willed and noble woman. Along with her younger brother, Harper ran away from 
her abusive and alcoholic father, getting an apartment in the slums of Gotham. Her 
brother was constantly bullied for being gay, getting so bad Batman had to step in, but 
Harper was always there to protect him until she wasn’t. One day, while Harper was out, 
her brother was attacked in their home. His hair was cut and shaven so the word f.a.g 
was written out. When Harper returned and saw her brother, she got a razor out and 
shaved the rest of his head, giving him an undercut and herself one to match. That’s 
when she decided she was going to become Bluebird. But it wasn’t until she met Alfred 
Pennyworth that she became a Bat. Harper was never attacked herself, even though 
she’s bisexual.  
 

19. Alfred Pennyworth (the Butler). Surrogate father to Bruce Wayne, Butler to Wayne 
Manor, former member of the British Royal Guard, and Bat-mom. With his training from 
the British Royal Guard, Alfred helped teach Bruce how to fight and aids him in his fight 
as Batman, even stitching him up after nasty fights. Alfred also stitches up the other 
members of the family from time to time. Alfred and Jason are the only two in the manor 
who know how to cook anything besides cereal, along with roles as the butler of Wayne 
Manor, Alfred takes care of Bruce and the family becoming essentially the mother none 
of them had. His hand was forced when it comes to his role in the vigilante life since he 
was Bruce’s legal guardian, but there was no way he was going to stop Bruce was 
avenging his parents. The best he could do was train him and hope for the best. 
However, you don’t want to cross Alfred or hurt his family. Alfred doesn’t follow Bruce’s 
rule of “no killing” and if he needs to, he will go after Bruce and whoever’s taken him, 
armed only with a shotgun. You do not mess with Alfred Pennyworth. Alfred Pennyworth 
is the best of the Bat-family because he cares about the family, even when they don’t 
want him to, and takes care of them as if they were his own flesh and blood.  

 
      No matter how big the Bat-family gets they’ll always be a part of childhoods and strike 
imagination on the hearts of children and adults. Batman will be known for generations. Even if 
he isn’t the best the Bat-family has to offer.  


