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Nowadays, everyone knows Harley Quinn, but in her upcoming movie Birds of Prey and the 
Fantabulous Emancipation of One Harley Quinn, set to be released in February 2020, she’s 
working alongside some other female superheroes. Ones that aren’t that popular in the 
mainstream media. 
 
In Birds of Prey, Harley is working with Renee Montoya, Dinah Lance, and Helena Bertinelli and 
eventually Cassandra Cain. Now some of these characters are obscure, like Renee Montoya 
who was introduced in Batman: The Animated Series but wasn’t seen again until The New 52. 
Or Helena Bertinelli who was introduced in 1989 but wasn’t seen again until the 2000s 
Batman/Huntress: Cry For Blood. So here’s The Birds of Prey as mass media is about to know 
them. 
 
 Dinah Lance a.k.a Black Canary is a member of the original Birds of Prey founded by Barbara 
Gordon back when she was Oracle. Dinah is one of the most well-known members of the group, 
seeing a rise in popularity when Black Canary was introduced to CW’s Arrow as Sara Lance. 
However, Sara isn’t the Canary we see in Birds of Prey. This version of Dinah Lance is the 
comic book character, she’s the second Black Canary. Her father was a police officer. When 
she was nineteen, she followed in her mother’s footsteps and become Black Canary. A 
long-time family friend, Ted Grant a.k.a Wildcat trained Dinah. She dawned her mother’s 
uniform and became a hero. Separating her from the original Black Canary is the fact Dinah has 
a metagene. Her sonic scream is her superpower. No one else in her family has a metagene, 
making her unique.  
 
Renee Montoya a.k.a the question is unlike Dinah, not an original member of the Birds of Prey. 
She started out as a detective in the GCPD, partner to Harvey Bullock. During this time 
Two-Face outs her as a lesbian and frames her for murder. After losing control and nearly killing 
a suspect, Renee quit the GCPD and is disowned from her family for being gay.  While 
wallowing in self-pity, Renee is approached by Victor Sage a.k.a The Question who asks her to 
help him stop an invasion on Gotham. At the end of the investigation, Victor passed away due to 
lung cancer, and Renee dawned the mask and the title. She now unknowingly works with her 
ex-girlfriend, Kate Kane, as Kate’s alter ego Batwoman. In Birds of Prey, Renee is already The 
Question. 
 
Helena Bertinelli a.k.a Huntress is also an original member of The Birds of Prey, she joined not 
too long after Dinah but didn’t initially trust the group. Helena started out as the daughter of a 
mob boss, but after a rival mafia family murdered her parents in front of her when she was eight, 
anger began to grow inside. When she turned twenty-one she would inherit her family’s fortune, 
however before that happened, she learned who killed her parents and why. She dawned the 



Huntress name and went seeking revenge, which she got in the form of killing them. During this 
revenge arc, she met Barbara and the two butted heads. Helena ended up joining the Birds of 
Prey when she bonded with Dinah, even though she and Barbara never really got along until 
later. Helena has also reached stardom from CW’s Arrow as she appears several times 
throughout the show.  
 
Cassandra Cane, who in this movie isn’t a vigilante, but rather a kidnapped girl. Similar to 
Harley and Renee, Cassandra isn’t a member of any version of the Birds of Prey. Rather she 
works with Batman and Robin. She’s the adoptive daughter of Bruce Wayne but the biological 
daughter of assassins David Cain and Lady Shiva. After escaping her father and his abusive 
parenting, she arrived in Gotham and was taken in by Bruce. She had a rough life before being 
taken in, her father would abuse her to “toughen her up” to become the ultimate killing machine. 
Even going so far as to only teach her body language but nothing else. She couldn’t even speak 
until she came to Gotham. In the trailer for Birds of Prey, we see that she can speak which 
means they’ve changed a few things about her background, most likely to make it more friendly 
for audiences. Although the movie is rated R so perhaps this will be after she gets adopted. It’s 
only speculation until the movie is released and we can see for ourselves.  
 
This movie looks like it’s going to have a great outcome and rake in money for DC. Hopefully, 
they do these not so lovely ladies justice, or they might just come for it themselves. However, 
only time will tell how this movie does in theaters and with critics. Hopefully, this movie will bring 
these birds to mainstream media’s attention and give them the wings they deserve.  


